[Neonatal cleft lip repair: psychological impact on mothers].
To investigate the psychological impact on mothers of an early neonatal cleft lip repair. Between January and December 2004 mothers of 24 infants born with a cleft lip completed psychological interviews and questionnaires 1 month after neonatal repair. We evaluated the psychological impact on mothers of antenatal and postnatal diagnosis. We noted the parental preferences for the timing of cleft repair and their satisfaction after neonatal repair. Stress, incomprehension and anxiety were often noted. Most mothers preferred their infant to receive neonatal repair. We noted a great satisfaction after neonatal cleft lip repair. We are currently encouraging early repair in the full-term baby as the optimum, reliable and safe method of management of newborns with cleft lip. Mothers expressed a preference for and greater satisfaction with neonatal repair. Parental preferences should routinely be considered in deciding the timing of this procedure.